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handsomest man in England, for Sir George Hamilton, the 1691 lover of her youth. He died young, and she then married Tyrconnel as his second wife. She lived through all the vicissitudes of the exiled Court, and died in Dublin, at the venerable age of ninety-two. The Countess of Erroll was styled by the Queen an " ideal of perfection " ; Lady Melfort kept up at St. Germains the reputation for beauty she had acquired in London ; and Lady Sophia Bulkeley, one of the Queen's oldest ladies, was sister of the beautiful Stewart whose charms had dazzled Charles II, and her daughter Anne, Hamilton's "belle Nanette," was to marry the Duke of Berwick as his second wife.
Among the men, the Dillons, Nugents, Bulkeleys, Murrays, Hamiltons, MacMahons, offered their swords to France, so as not to be a burden on their own King, and the Duke of Berwick was to die a Marshal of France, at the siege of Philipsbourg.
As the Queen's secretary, Coleman, had been the first victim of Titus Gates, so now the first Jacobite to be executed for attempting to restore the King was another of her servants, Richard Ashton, clerk of her Closet. Late in 1690 he had attended a meeting of Protestant Jacobites, at which it was resolved to invite Louis XIV forcibly to restore King James. Richard Graham, Viscount Preston, was arrested at the same time, and condemned to death, but saved himself by informing against Lords Clarendon and Dartmouth, Turner, Bishop of Ely, and William Penn as his accomplices. Ashton refused to betray his friends, and was hanged at Tyburn, 28 January, 1691. He died declaring himself a Protestant, and happy to lose his life for James II, from whom he had received favours for sixteen years,
Renaudot, who somewhere complains pathetically of being put into communication with " many mean men, women, and lunatics," was the channel of correspondence between the French Court and the English Protestant Jacobites. These negotiations were often carried on without the consent of the
277 St. Germains encouraged the arts ; as Mary Beatrice had protected the painter Gennari in London, so now
